Section of Ophthalmology 1627
The condition arising spontaneously must be very rare. The initial cause of the obstruction of the duct can only be a matter of speculation. In this case an attack of measles had occurred a few months before the cyst was first noticed, and no appreciable alteration in size had taken place since. The mother says it was not present at birth. It is therefore reasonable to suggest that the attack of measles may have had a bearing on its causation.
I am indebted to Mr. Gimblett for permission to publish this case, and to Mr. Wolff for his report on the pathological speeimen and for the drawing of the microscopical section.
Acute Blepharitis, due to the Primula Obconica.-J. COLE MARSHALL,
The case I am describing is exceedingly interesting as a perfect example of an acute blepharitis, caused by the irritant effect of the small hairs of the primula obconica.
The patient was living in a house where there were many of these plants in pots. She first complained of an acute irritation in the eyelids. This resembled that which is sometimes caused by atropine, but no source of this kind could be found. She consulted a physician, as she had a gouty diathesis, but he did not think that this was the cause of the irritation and suggested that she should see a dermatologist, who diagnosed the condition as lupus erythematosus. The treatment prescribed had no effect on the condition; in fact, on being painted with collodion it became worse. At a second visit, numerous ointments were tried and also small doses of luminal which unfortunately caused an acute attack of scarlatiniform rash. She consulted a second skin specialist, who also had great difficulty in finding out what the cause was until some small discrete nodules were noticed on the backs of the hands. He asked if there were any primulas in the house. On being told that there were, he immediately made the diagnosis and said that these small white spots were caused by the fine hairs on the leaves of the primula obconica. On the plants being removed, the eye condition cleared up. This type of case is described very fully in Walker's " Dermatology." This author also instances many similar conditions caused by plants, etc.
